
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MEDIA ALERT 

TO    : ALL MEDIA 

DATE    : 23 APRIL 2015 

ATTENTION   : NEWS EDITORS/REPORTERS AND PR WIRE 

MEC MCHUNU URGES AFRICANS TO CEASE FIGHTING AGAINST ONE OTHER BUT 

RATHER UNITE AND FIGHT TOGETHER AGAINST CRIME 

 

THE KWAZULU-NATAL MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Willies Mchunu, 

has appealed to Africans to stop fighting and oppressing one another, instead, be a united 

formation that is resilient and fights crime together by forming their own community safety 

structures. 

  

Speaking during the first day of a two-day crime summit, today, in Osizweni, Newcastle, 

Mchunu stressed that forming community safety structures was one of the key methods that 

would go a long way in fighting and defeating crime. 

 

The crime summit is being held to mobilise the community against crime; to find and discuss 

methods of defeating crime in the province. The crime summit provides a platform for dialogue 

on how to develop and sustain communities that are resilient to crime. It also develops plans of 

actions.  

 

Mchunu touched on various matters, including the recent wave of attacks on foreign nationals 

around the country and stressed the necessity to form safety structures in order to fight and 

defeat crime. 

He told delegates that he was concerned that years after Apartheid, Africans were fighting 

among themselves instead of being united and fighting against crime together. 

 Without community participation, Mchunu added, crime could not be defeated. 

 



“One of government’s key priorities is to fight crime. Without community policing, we will 

never defeat crime. Community policing is a very crucial philosophy,” he said. 

 

“The formation of community safety structures is at the centre of fighting crime. Initiating 

structures such as Community Policing Forums, community crime prevention 

associations, neighbourhood watches, school safety committees and ward safety 

committees are essential.  

 

“These structures make you, the community, the eyes and ears of your own community. 

Crime will devour your community, therefore it us up to you as a community to be 

vigilant against crime and criminals.” 

 

“We also call on community leaders such as councillors and religious leaders to 

mobilise communities against crime. However, before we fight crime, we must start at 

street and community level.” 

 

Mchunu, however, cautioned that community safety structures should work within the ambit of 

the law and desists from vigilantism. 

Instead, they should conduct their tasks in conjunction with the police and government. 

 

“When you apprehend criminals, do not assault or kill them. Call the police and allow the 

law to take its course. 

“As communities, you know the criminals such as drug dealers in your community,” 

Mchunu added. 

 

He called on the community to take a stance this year (2015), saying they should make their 

contributions in through the summit which would be collated and put before cabinet for 

consideration and implementation.  

 

Mayors, the SAPS, Traditional Leaders, KZN Community Police Forum, the KZN Community 

Crime Prevention Association, The KZN Liquor Authority, The National Prosecuting Authority, 

Youth Sector, Non-Governmental Organisations and Government Departments formed part of 

the delegates. 

 

The summit continues tomorrow (Tuesday 24 April 2015). 

 

Enquiries:            Sipho Khumalo @082-682-6437 

Sipho.Khumalo@comsafety.gov.za 

OR  

Kwanele Ncalane 

072 803 1462/079 699 5755                     

Kwanele.Ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za 

mailto:Sipho.Khumalo@comsafety.gov.za
mailto:Kwanele.Ncalane@kzntransport.gov.za

